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CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM 
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Dale Miller 
The last two years have been very interesting.  We have a gas lease, a lot 
of new equipment and many, many new classes.  2010 will bring a new 
president but most of the board will remain the same.  The new board 
will be elected December 1st and installed December 19th at the 
Christmas party.  The new officers will take office at the January 
meeting.  I emailed the constitution to everyone on my list earlier this 
month.  You can find the job descriptions for club officers there. 
 
I have enjoyed being the club President but am looking forward to my 
new job as donations chairman.  I know the next year will be full of 
opportunities to learn new skills and have new experiences.  
 

 
 

 
 
LOOKING A HEAD:    2010 

Deborah Hartz 
Mark your calendar for these dates:  

June 18-20 AFMS & California Shows,  
La Habre, CA. 

 November 13-14, South Central Federation Show,  
De Ridder, LA. 

From A.F.M.S. Newsletter, November 2009  
 

http://www.agemclub.org
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EDITORôS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
Officer Elections 
The December meeting is an important meeting to 
attend.  We will be electing our new board of officers. 
The nominating committee recommends the following 
for 2010 officers:  
 
President Elaine Oô Donley  
1st V.P.  Emie Stewart 
2nd V.P.  David Cordova 
3rd V.P.  Sue Poarch 
4th V.P.  Open 
Secretary Tom McCormick 
Treasurer Ray Batson 
There will or can be nominations from the floor at this 
time. 
 
 
Membership Dues  
Have you renewed your membership for 2010?  
Membership is $30.00 for a single member, but starting 
this year we have a price break for families.  A family 
membership is $50.00.  Get your membership in to avoid 
a late fee.  There is a copy of the renewal form on the 
last page of this newsletter 
 
 
 
 
A REPORT BY ROVING REPORTER  

DEBORAH HARTZ 
 

I was just reading the Safety Report from Owen Martin 
in the SCFMS Newsletter.  (Iôm a little behind in my 
reading).  He was telling about being prepared for quick 
stop rock hunting, like bring tools, so you are always 
ready for that big find.  He brought along his daughter 
dressed in sandals, shorts, etc.  She encountered a baby 
diamond back rattler.  She is o.k.  Dad will be better 
prepared next time with proper attire for the family.  
This article was in last monthôs addition and might 
appear to be late in the year for snakes.  With the warm 
weather we have had we had cooper head come in on 
our enclosed patio.  It is never to late to be careful and 
prepared.  To read the article in its entirety go can also 
go to A.F.M.S. Newsletter, November 2009 at 
www.amfed.org. page 2.   
 
 

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Dale Miller 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Ray Batson 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   VACANT 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Rick Litsinger 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Karen Cessna       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Pam Coleman 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Donna Thomason 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Ray Badson 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Rick Litsinger 
Long Range Planning    Dale Miller 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
November 3, 2009 

 
Call to Order: President Dale Miller called the meeting 
to order at 7:30pm. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are both posted on the 
bulletin board and in the newsletter.  Thanks to Tamara 
Wilkins for taking minutes last month in Tomôs absence. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Ray Batson  
Ray accidentally left the statements at home but 
everything is fine financially.  Dale mentioned the club 
made over $14,000 from the show.  We need a new 
advertising person for the show, and now is the time to 
be starting for next yearôs show. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
 
Special thanks to 17 instructors doing 30+ new 
workshops in 2009 attended by over 200 members. 
Tonight is instructors, supervisors, and assistants 
appreciation night 
There is a cake specially made for tonightôs thank you 
and appreciation of the supervisors, instructors and 
assistants.  
There will be a break from workshops for November and 
December until the first of next year because of the 
holidays. 
There are some new labs coming up and the sign-up 
sheets are on the board 
Leslie's wire wrapping will not meet in December. 
Check with each individual instructor for the holiday 
class schedules. 
 
Programs: David Cordova 
The December program will be presented by The 
Arkenstone.  The January program will be presented by 
David Dobson.  We do not know what his topic is yet. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
The Dino Dig had only two people attending, Sue Poarch 
and one other person. Beth Spinks has a CD for the 
yearbook that contains pictures of the site's small pieces 
of either crocodile or tortoise shell. 
There are no field trips scheduled for November or 
December.  Trips will start up again next year. 
There has been a request for a field trip to Crater of 
Diamonds in Murfreesboro. It will probably have to be at 
least a one nighter. 
 
Juniors: Tamara Wilkins 
We need someone to take over the juniors. Tamara is 
going to college and cannot spend the time she would 

need.  It only takes one day a month, which is the 
second Saturday from 9 AM to 12 noon. 
 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Marge sent a get-well card to John Eckard.   
A thinking of you card was sent to Joyce and Delbert 
Speed. 
A sympathy card was sent to Bobby Wilson because 
Bill Wilson recently passed away. 
We need someone to take over the treasures position 
temporarily. Ray Batson needs more time for his wife 
during her illness. Stephen Bennett offered to fill in and 
work the position for Ray. They will get together before 
the end of next week. 
 
Hospitality: Deborah Hartz 
Deborah said it was great with the food brought tonight. 
There is a sign-up sheet for the Christmas party that 
will be held Saturday, December 19 at 6 PM.  Please 
sign up tonight if you can.  This was requested because 
the December meeting is the only time left before the 
party and this gives more time for planning. 
There is also a gift exchange at the party. The ladies 
bring ladies gifts and the men bring men's gifts and 
there is a $10 maximum. 
 
Membership: Pam Coleman 
It is now time for the annual renewal. This year the 
renewal form is also posted on our website and 
members can print it out to fill out and mail in their 
check.  This should make it much easier for the 
renewal.  An individual memberôs dues for renewal is 
$30, however to renew as a family it is only $50. 
 
Newsletter Mike Hartz (agmceditor@yahoo.com or the 
link on the AGMC Web Page) 
This month the newsletter was packed full of articles. 
Please send more articles for next month's newsletter. 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of the 
month. 
 
Show Report: Karen Cessna 
Karen Cessna is not present tonight to give the show 
report.  Next year Harold Hoskison will be the new 
chairman for the show. 
 
Past President: Rick Litsinger 
Not present. 
No new donations have been reported. 
 
Lapidary: Don Lawrence 
The lab workshop times are changing. The lap. room 
will have extended hours the first and second Saturdays 
The extended hours will be 7 AM to 12 noon.  The 
remaining Saturdays the lap room will be open from 9 
AM to 12 noon. 
 
See Minutes on page 4 
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Minutes from page 3 
Delegate at Large Ray Wilkes 
Nothing.  Weôre glad heôs back. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business:  
The executive board presented a recommendation to the 
club members. It is being recommended that an 
allocation of $1300 be approved for replacement of laps 
for machines that Frank Krystinik has loaned to the club 
for the faceting classes. The laps on these machines that 
were loaned by Frank had been used so much they have 
been worn down. The board felt that it was the club's 
responsibility to pay for replacing them. A motion from 
the floor or was made by Sandra Brazalle and seconded 
by Marge Harrand to approve the recommendation of the 
board.  There were no discussions and the motion was 
passed by a voice vote. 
Don Lawrence presented a proposal that was given to us 
by the new mosque built next door. The proposal was to 
share in the building of a new fence across our back and 
across our front. They also proposed to allow us to share 
each other's parking lots via a driveway between us. The 
amount of the proposal was estimated to be about 
$27,000. Don presented some details of what the fence 
would be like and a long and spirited discussion of 
followed. There was a motion made by Emie Stewart to 
disapprove the fence proposal. The motion was 
seconded, a voice vote was taken and the motion passed 
to not consider the proposal. There are more details that 
need to be researched and studied before a 
recommendation can be presented to the membership 
again. 
 
Visitors:  
Steve Williams Christine Gabriel 
David Singleton 
 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name Badge: Joyce Speed 
Sign In: Lewis Hill 
 
Raffle: 
Alma Ramirez Joyce Speed 
Debbie Kersh Beth Spinks 
Delbert Speed Mike Hartz 
 
Announcements: None 
 
Program: 
Dale Miller briefly explained the structure of the 
relationship between the AGMC club, the SCF (MS) and 
the AFMS. 
Supervisor, Instructors and Assistants Appreciation 
Awards. Emie Stewart presented the awards and there 
was a special drawing for two $25.00 gift certificates for 

Rio Grande.  The two winners were Lois McCormick 
and Elaine OôDonley.  
There was a report from the Nominating Committee for 
next yearôs Officers.  The nominations are: President, 
Elaine OôDonley; 1st VP. (Classes), Emie Stewart; 2nd 
VP. (Programs), David Cordova; 3rd VP. (Field Trips), 
Sue Poarch; 4th VP. (Juniors), OPEN; Secretary, Tom 
McCormick; Treasurer, Ray Batson. Voting will take 
place at the December meeting. At that meeting 
nominations will also be taken from the floor. 
The Program finished with ñShow and Tellò. Members 
brought their items or thoughts to share. A video 
camera and projection on the screen allowed everyone 
to see from their seats. 
 
The Meeting Adjourned at approximately 9:20 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
I donôt know about you, but this last month many of us 
ate till we almost popped.  What a spread.  On behalf of 
all the club thank you ï it was great!   
 
Next meeting is coming up fast, DECEMBER 1. 
 
Now let me tell you a few things about the 
Christmas Party. 
Date: Saturday, December 19th 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 
 
We are planning a great time and we need your help to 
pull it off.  Food is needed.  Everyone coming to the 
party needs to bring food.  I still need meat.  Some 
would like to see turkey on the table (a prepared one for 
eating, w/o feathers).  If you just donôt have the time 
you could purchase a prepared one or you might talk 
someone into preparing it?  In the past, some who donôt 
cook have given money to a member to cook something 
on their behave.  If this is the case donôt let that stop 
you from taking part.  See me and Iôll help you.  So far 
there are only about six people signed up.  December 
meeting is still plenty of time to sign the list which will 
be making its way around the room.  Look at the list see 
where food is needed and sign on the line! 
 
Also, for those who wish to take part in the gift 
exchange, bring a wrapped gift not more than $10.  It 
can be something you have made, purchased, or think 
someone would like (no white elephant gifts, please). 
Continued on page 5 See HOSTESS 
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HOSTESS continued from page 4Ladies bring ladies 
and gents bring a gift for gents.  We plan on have 
a great time together and what a super way to 
share the holiday with friends and maybe make 
new ones. 
 
2010 New Yearôs Day afternoon has traditionally has 
been a time to start the first day of the year at the club 
bringing your leftovers to share.  Games are always part 
of the fun and someone seems to come up with other 
ideas to share. 
The time is to be announced. 
  
 
UP COMING SHOWS 

Deborah Hartz 
December 5-6, Round Rock, Paleontological 
Soc. Of Austin ñFossil Festò, Old Settlers Park 
next to Dell Diamond 
 
December 12-13, De Ridder, LA., Gem and 
Mineral, DeRidder Fairgrounds 
 
January 16-17, 2010; Fredericksburg, TX. 
Rockhounds, Lady Bird Johnson Municipal 
Park 
 
 
JUNIORS 

Deborah Hartz 
Attention all juniors.  We missed seeing you at 
our last meeting.  We looked at tumbled stones 
checking to see natural stones from dyed ones 
and identifying some of the types of rocks.  
Then we did our planned project.  We took 
wood plaques and painted the edges.  While 
they dried, we designed a pattern to make on 
the wood with the rocks and slabs pieces we 
chose.  We glued the rocks down, making a 
picture and planned to use them as trivets for 
hot dishes on our tables at home.  It showed us 
we can collect rocks, but can also make useful 
items and share our love of rocks with others.   
 
Next month we will be meeting on the first 
Saturday, December 5th at the club from 
9a.m. until noon.  Plan on being there to learn 
more about the hobby of collecting rocks.  
 

 
CLASS REPORT  

Emie Stewart 
 
Thank You:  Thank you to the AGMC Board for 
donating the Rio Grande gift certificates for last 
monthôs instructor/supervisor/assistant raffle drawing.  
The winners were Lois McCormick and Elaine 
OôDonley.  A special year-end thank you to those who 
have donated items for the classes and lapidary shop.  
Remember, donations of usable tools and other items 
may be tax deductible ð check with your accountant. 
 
Special Workshops: On December 8, Fendol Chiles will 
teach a workshop on Celtic knot wirework from 7 ï 9 
PM.  The sign up sheet will be posted at the December 
meeting.  In addition, wax labs will be offered for those 
who have completed the casting class.  Please check the 
class bulletin board for signup sheets at the club 
meeting the month before the class is scheduled. 
 
In January, there will be three workshops:  Advanced 
Cabbing:  Challenging Materials, Saturday, January 9, 
1- 3 PM, taught by David Abbott; Saltwater Etching, 
Sunday, January 17, 2 ï 5PM, taught by Emie Stewart; 
and Slab Saw Workshop, Saturday, January 23, 1- 4 
PM, taught by David Abbott.  Signup sheets will be 
posted at the December meeting. 
 
Scheduling for 2010 workshops has begun.  If you 
would like to teach a workshop, or have a topic you 
would like to learn, please contact Emie Stewart at 
schueler@flash.net and let her know. 
 
Wax Carving & Casting:  A new wax carving and 
casting class will begin on Thursday, January 7.  It 
meets for 13 weeks, from 7 ï 10 PM.  Cost for the class 
is $137, plus your carving tools and sterling casting  
grain.  More information will be available with the 
signup sheet, which will be posted at the December 
meeting. 
 
No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are unable 
to attend, you must let the instructor know before 
the class date so that they can offer your slot to 
someone on the waiting list.  Failure to do so may 
cause you to be listed as a ñno show.ò  Club policy is 
that no-shows will be wait-listed for future classes at 
the instructorôs discretion.    
 
 
HUMOR 

Julia Hartz* 
What did one fossil say to the other fossil? 
 Nothing.  Fossils canôt talk! 

*Julia is one of our junior members. 
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FIELD TRIPS 
Sue Poarch 

Archosaur Dig II 
 
On October 17 the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club, 
(AGMC), made a return visit to the Arlington Archosaur 
Site dig.  The club made an initial visit in May following 
a speech at a club meeting by Derek Main. By now two 
additional fossil sites had been located where diggers 
were removing fossils from what is though to be a new 
species of crocodile.  The AGMC wanted to see the 
progress that had been made.  Plus it was close to the end 
of the dig, not only because of the upcoming winter 
weather, but the land is scheduled to return to the owner 
for development in March 2010.   
 
As I was willing to work while Derek led first time 
visitors on an introductory tour, the dig master, Roger 
Fry, gave me a beginnerôs job of sifting through the 
overfill to ensure no pieces of bone or other fossil 
particles had been missed. I was given a box to sit on, 
gloves to wear and a bucket in which to deposit the 
overfill clay/mud that had been sifted through grain by 
grain.  Any object that I even questioned that it might be 
a fossil went to the dig master to determine if it was 
fissile material or just ñlet it layò, i.e., a rock.  All I found 
were ñlet it laysò.   So after 30 minutes or so of this 
excitement, I gave up my place to another new comer 
(thatôs her in the picture below). 

I started taking pictures.   
 
My timing was excellent! 
 
I wandered over to where the knowledgeable diggers 
were hard at work.  The woman, in the picture to the 
right had just scrapped over something that wasnôt clay 
and called in the dig master.  Together they slowly 
removed the layers of clay to find a piece of either turtle 
shell or crocodile about the size of a silver dollar.  While 
I watched (and took pictures), the area was measured and 
girded. Then the specimen, still in the surrounding 
matrix, was carefully removed to a bed of sand.  Once in 

the bed of sand, the fossil can be handled with out 
touching, and possibly injuring the specimen itself.    
 
Below are photos of the girding work and the specimen 
in the matrix after moving it to the bed of sand.   
Later this find, 
along with all 
others found 
today, will be 
transported to 
the lab at the 
University of 
Texas where 
each will be 
cleaned and 
stabilized, if 
necessary, to be 
fitted into the 
overall picture 
of the results of 
the Archosaur 
Site results.    
 
I felt very 
fortunate to be 
on site when a 
piece of pre-
history was 
brought to light.  
A piece that will 
hopefully add to the knowledge found at the Archosaur 
Site in Arlington TX.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please consider the Christmas dinner on Dec 19 
as the December 2009 field trip.  This is one field 
trip where each attendee will come away a winner 
- good food, good company and a gift if you have 
brought one for the exchange 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


