
THE 

                    
 

ROCKHOUND NEWS OF THE ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 
1408 GIBBINS ROAD, ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011 

VOL.59, ISSUE 7, JULY 2009 
 

 
ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 
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MINERAL SOCIETIES 

 
 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

 
CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Dale Miller 
There was a good group of members at the June meeting to hear Bill 
Gilles presentation about Agates of Brewster County Texas.  Several 
members expressed an interest in going to West Texas for a field trip.  I 
don't think I am up to the challenge of climbing Needle Peak but I might 
hunt at the base and also in one of the rock shops in that area.  
 
Ruth Cress has resigned as club historian.  Beth Spinks has agreed to 
take on this job.  She is going to start working on our 2009 history book.  
If you have pictures of classes, parking lot sale, Inter Gem or field trips 
give her copies.  If you talk to schools about geology or set up a display 
at a library let her know. 
 
The members present at the June meeting voted to send me to the South 
Central Federation of Mineralogical Societies meeting Oct. 9-11 in 
Temple, TX.  I would like to take displays from the club showing what 
we do and who we are.  If you have material and would be willing to let 
me set it up or if you want to go the show and set up a display please get 
with me.  I have the forms from the show.  Cell number is 817-229-0336 
 
The Board recommended a change in the club constitution.  The 
constitution currently reads: 
 
Article XIII 
Issues of major importance in policy, excluding normal maintenance, 
replacement and repair, involving sums of money in excess of $100.00 
shall come before the Club for vote. 
 
Recommended change: 
 
Issues of major importance in policy, excluding normal maintenance, 
replacement and repair, involving sums of money in excess of $500.00 
shall come before the Club for vote. 
 
This will come before the membership at the July meeting and will 
require 2/3s of those present to approve before it passes. 
 
I have asked Tamara Wilkins to retype the constitution and by-laws. We 
should be able to email it to most of you soon. 
 
Dale 
 
 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Dale Miller 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Ray Batson 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Tamara Wilkins 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Rick Litsinger 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Karen Cessna       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Vacant 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Donna Thomason 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Ray Badson 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Rick Litsinger 
Long Range Planning    Dale Miller 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz 
 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

EDITORôS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
For months now, I have been asking for articles for the 
Houndôs Tale.  We have seen very positive results.  We 
have had articles on many subjects and I thank each and 
every person who has sent these articles in.  This month 
is no exception.  Take a look at Ruth Rizaôs article about 
Oldowan tools, Sue Poarchôs Field Trip articles, and 
Emie Stewartôs, and the list goes on with reports from 
Elaine OôDonley, Donna Thomason, Deborah Hartz, 
Tom McCormick, and Dale Miller.  Thank you one and 
all. 
 
I was in Las Vegas this month at Gem and Mineral 
Shows.  Among the glitz of the usual Las Vegas gaming 
and shows was the G & LW show and the INTERGEM  
show.  What makes these shows different from the 
hustle and bustle of Tucson in February is that all the 
dealers are not the same and you can actually move 
around without knocking into someone at every step.  
We thoroughly enjoyed the trip.  So if you miss Tucson, 
as we did this year you might want to consider Las 
Vegas. 
 
Our clubôs show is quickly approaching.  The success of 
our show depends on ALL of us.  The show is one of our 
major fund raisers.  This is where we get the money to 
pay the taxes on our building, and buy new parts for our 
lapidary equipment.  Some of you may not remember 
when not so long ago we were very concerned about 
how we were going to pay the building taxes and 
utilities much less the supplies we need.  Yes, we are 
solvent now but donôt get overly complacent.  We need 
to keep the coffers filled to ensure that we will remain 
solvent if some major unforeseen expenses arise.  So 
what can you do?  See Karen Cessna to see if you can 
help in any of the areas that are still lacking in support, 
help in sending out fliers, the dealerôs dinner, or with 
advertising. 
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
June 2, 2009 

 
Call to Order: by President Dale Miller at 7:30. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are both 
posted on the bulletin board and in the 
newsletter.  The new South Central Federation 
Newsletter is also posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Ray Batson  
The report is posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
A belated thank you goes to Frank OôDonley 
for installing the large vise on a stand in the 
classroom.  Plus a special thank you to the 
Monday night silversmithing class for donating 
a second pickle pot. 
Special Workshops:  We have six new 
workshops coming up.  In July, we will have 
Channel Inlay taught by Tony Graham (which 
is full), Opal Doublets/Triplets taught by Frank 
Krystinik, and a Wax Carving Demo taught by 
Colleen Fitzpatrick.  In August, we will have 
Pierceworking taught by Dennis Peters, and 
Electroplating Demo taught by Colleen 
Fitzpatrick.  In September, we will have a 
workshop on Filigree taught by Colleen 
Fitzpatrick.  Please check the class bulletin 
board for signup sheets at the club meeting the 
month before the class is scheduled.   
Cabbing Class:  The shop will be closed on 
Saturday, July 4, for the holiday, but Harold 
Hoskison will teach cabbing on the third 
Thursday, July 16, from 6:00 ï 9:00 PM.  
Please see the class bulletin board to sign up.  
David Abbott will be taking over the Saturday 
cabbing class, and will teach it on the 4th 
Saturday each month, rather than the 1st 
Saturday.  Same time, 1 ï 4 PM.  Davidôs first 
cabbing class will be Saturday, July 25, 1 ï 4 
PM.  Many thanks to Dale Miller for faithfully 
teaching this class for so many years. 

Mold Making:  With the clubôs recent purchase 
of a vulcanizer, rubber, and mold frames, plans 
are in work for a class on mold making.  This 
purchase adds a whole new dimension to the 
casting program, and greatly expands the 
studentsô capabilities.  Since last fall, 30 
students have either completed or are in the 
process of completing the wax carving and 
casting class and more are interested in taking 
the next one.  With your support, the casting 
program is once more a viable part of the clubôs 
offerings.  Thank you so much.   
Silversmithing Design Contest:  The designs 
are in, and will be submitted to the panel of 
judges shortly.  Thank you to all those students 
who participated.  I will announce the winner at 
the July meeting. 
Display Cases for Clubôs Show:  Each class is 
invited to assemble a display case for the clubôs 
show Labor Day weekend.  These displays are 
not for competition, but to show the public 
some of what the club offers.  Please sign up on 
one of the sheets at the front tables to reserve a 
case. 
The board has approved allocation of up to 
$50.00 for the glass pendant and wire wrapping 
for the piece to be donated for the raffle at the 
show. 
Glass classes: Lois McCormickôs class starts 
this Saturday and Becky Downeyôs class starts 
Sunday, June 14. 
Fendol Chiles announced that the Viking 
Weave class finished successfully. 
 
Programs: David Cordova 
Not able to attend because of personal 
emergency. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
There was a very good field trip last weekend 
to the Dino Dig in Arlington. 
This coming Saturday is the ñon you ownò field 
trip to Tyler for Keith Harmonôs backyard 
inventory reduction sale.  There are still some 
flyers available. 
June 13 is the rescheduled date for the Jasper  

Continued on page 4. 
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June minutes from page 3. 
field trip. 
July 25 will be a field trip museum tour to the 
Arkanstone Gallery. This is a very high-end 
gallery. 
 
Juniors ï Tamara Wilkins 
June 13th the Juniors will be making leather 
braided necklaces, also, they are going to help 
Nancy Leary make decorations for the Dealerôs 
Dinner. 
 
Sunshine Report - Marge Harrand 
 
Get Well Cards: 
Raymond Pierce  Roger Coleman 
Alec Gallia  Martha Noah 
Note: Ray Batsonôs wife is in Emergency and 
Harold Hoskisonôs mother is having trouble. 
 
Hospitality Deborah Hartz on vacation. 
She has requested that the microwave oven not 
be used for anything except food preparation. 
Someone has tried to heat chemicals in it and it 
is not safe to do that.  She asks that people be 
more considerate of things they put in 
refrigerator.  There is a black box for dop sticks 
in the freezer.  Please use it. 
 
Newsletter  Mike Hartz Also on vacation Link 
on the AGMC Web Page) 
Keep the articles coming.  Deadline for 
newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month. 
 
Lapidary ï Don Lawrence 
Don will be out of town on 2nd Saturday. Lab 
will probably not open until 9:00 instead of 
7:00. 
Pulleys are on order for two saws and Don 
hopes they will be here in time for Daleôs class 
on Saturday. 
 
Delegate at Large Ray Wilkes 
ñEveryone is Tickled Pink.ò  Dale mentioned 
the issue about the carpet in the meeting room 
and is going to investigate cleaning methods. 
 
Show Report: Karen Cessna 

Only one person has signed up for competition 
at the show.  Harold Hoskison has vendors 
signed up for the show.  Need members to 
sign up to help with the show.  
 
Membership: Pam Coleman 
Not present. 
 
Past President: Rick Litsinger 
The Grand Prize for the show (jade figure) has 
been donated by Delbert and Joyce Speed. 
 
Old Business: 
Dale laid out two of the clubs previous history 
books to view. There was not one for 2008 
since there was not enough submitted for it. 
The person doing the book quit since there was 
not enough material and so there is no one for 
2009 doing a book. 
 
New Business:  
The board recommends the club pay expenses 
for Dale to attend the South Central Federation 
Convention and Show October 9 ï 11, 2009. 
There was a motion from the floor, a second 
and passed by voice vote. 
Dale requested that some displays of the clubs 
work be prepared for her to take with her to the 
SCFMS Show. Teachers please talk to her 
about it. 
There was a recommendation from the board 
that the spending limit without a vote of the 
General Membership be raised from $100 to 
$500. This is the announcement. It will be 
published in the newsletter and next month can 
be voted on at the meeting. 
 
Announcements:  None 
 
Visitors:  
Richard White  Tom Wofford 
Jurgen Hasbron  Bill Miller 
Deidree Ellis  Donato Gonzalez 
John Hoskins  Jonathan Hoskins 
Wanda Hoskins  Jana Wesley 
Brent & Lou Wayne McQuirk 
 

Continued on page 5 
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Minutes continued from page 4 
 
New Members: 
Richard White  Brent McQuirk 
Deidree Ellis 
Life Member Clarence Root has returned 
 
Drawings: 
Buddy Ferguson (Name badge) 
Ray Wilkes (Sign in) 
Raffle: 
Ken Winnett  Annette Weber 
Jack Spinks  Delbert Speed 
Tamara Wilkins 
Tonightôs drawings brought in $120.00 
 
Special Auction: 
Rick Litsinger was the auctioneer for a basket 
of a variety of onions grown and donated by 
Frank Krystinik. The auction was won by Emie 
Stewart for a winning bid of $26.00. 
 
Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:35 after a 
short break before the program began. 
Tonightôs program was Bill Gillis and Agates 
of Brewster County. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz  

 
I hope everyone enjoyed last monthôs meeting.  Sorry we 
werenôt there.  O.K.  O.K.  Iôm not sorry I wasnôt there!  
We had a great time on vacation.  Would you believe we 
miss you when weôre not around?  Hope all went well.  
This next month the meeting is on the 7th of July.  Be 
sure and bring food for the fellowship time.  May I 
suggest something easy and light for the next two 
months?  This is only a suggestion.  Bring whatever you 
like.  Iôm sure the members will enjoy it. 
The club show is still a couple of months away, but be 
thinking about what you plan on bringing.  For all new 
members we all prepare food for the Saturday dealersô 
dinner.  Nancy Leary will be handling this dinner.  You 
know for years I have tried to be in two places at once, 
but it just doesnôt work out well.  See ya soon! 

 
CLASS REPORT 

Emie Stewart 
 
Belated Thank You:  A belated thank you goes to 
Frank OôDonley for installing the large vise on a 
stand in the classroom.  Plus a special thank you to 
the Monday night silversmithing class for donating 
a second pickle pot. 
Special Workshops:  We have six new workshops 
coming up.  In July, we will have Channel Inlay 
taught by Tony Graham (which is full), Opal 
Doublets/Triplets taught by Frank Krystinik, and a 
Wax Carving Demo taught by Colleen Fitzpatrick.  
In August, we will have Pierceworking taught by 
Dennis Peters, and Electroplating Demo taught by 
Colleen Fitzpatrick.  In September, we will have a 
workshop on Filigree taught by Colleen Fitzpatrick.  
Please check the class bulletin board for signup 
sheets at the club meeting the month before the 
class is scheduled.   
Cabbing Class:  The shop will be closed on 
Saturday, July 4, for the holiday, but Harold 
Hoskison will teach cabbing on the third Thursday, 
July 16, from 6:00 ï 9:00 PM.  Please see the class 
bulletin board to sign up.  David Abbott will be 
taking over the Saturday cabbing class, and will 
teach it on the 4th Saturday each month, rather than 
the 1st Saturday.  Same time, 1 ï 4 PM.  Davidôs 
first cabbing class will be Saturday, July 25, 1 ï 4 
PM.  Many thanks to Dale Miller for faithfully 
teaching this class for so many years. 
Mold Making:  With the clubôs recent purchase of a 
vulcanizer, rubber, and mold frames, plans are in 
work for a class on mold making.  This purchase 
adds a whole new dimension to the casting 
program, and greatly expands the studentsô 
capabilities.  Since last fall, 30 students have either 
completed or are in the process of completing the 
wax carving and casting class, and more are 
interested in taking the next one.  With your 
support, the casting program is once more a viable 
part of the clubôs offerings.  Thank you so much.   
Silversmithing Design Contest:  The designs are in, 
and will be submitted to the panel of judges shortly.  
Thank you to all those students who participated.  I 
will announce the winner at the July meeting. 
Display Cases for Clubôs Show:  Each class is 
invited to assemble a display case for the clubôs 
show Labor Day weekend.  These displays are not 
for competition, but to show the public some of 
what the club offers.  Please sign up on one of the 
sheets at the front tables to reserve a case. 
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UP COMING SHOWS 

Deborah Hartz 
 
August 8&9, Baton Rouge, G & M S  
Fraternal Order of Police 
 
August 15 & 16, Bossier City, Ark-La-Tex  
G & M S, Bossier Civic Center 
 
August 22&23, Jasper, TX., Pine Country  
G M & S, 5 mi. West of Jasper on Hwy 190 
 
September 5th & 6,  Arlington G & M C, 
Arlington Convention Center. 
 
October 10 & 11, 2009, Temple, Texas Tri-
Cities Gem & Mineral and South Central 
Federation Show at Mayborn Civic Center  
 
FIELD TRIPS 

Sue Poarch 
 
My jinx is broken!!!!  Finally, an outdoor field trip 
without rain.  It was hotter than necessary but IT 
DIDNôT RAIN!   
 
Derek Main, the excellent speaker at the May 
meeting, invited our members to both attend a fossil 
prep workshop at UTA, see the fossils collected to 
date, and to tour the dig site itself.  
 
The fossil prep class was very informative.  At least 

to me as I am a novice.  In addition to reviewing the 
tools needed to prep your fossils, and the proper 

place to do so (a wooden table, but definitely not 
the dining table if you wish to continue living in the  
house!)  In this picture, water, a toothbrush and a 
dental pick are being used to remove the remnants 
of clay from a femur.   
 
Derek then showed us the fossils recovered at the 
site to date.  They fill a metal cabinet about seven 
feet tall.   This includes both fossils from crocodiles 
as well as the archosaur. 
 
Then on to the dig.  As the class ran late, several 
AGMC members who did not attend the class had 
already arrived at the dig, and were put to work.  It 
is a steep climb down from the road to the dig 
basin, so other AGMC members settled for 
watching from the bank.  The picture (bottom left) 
is the dig, with Dale Miller, Veronica Murday and 
Arlene Heintz all busily digging.  Me, my work was 
taking the pictures. 
 
 

 
Derek led our members, plus the other first timers 
on a hike around the area ï showing the trace fossils 
paleontologists use to identify potential fossil rich 
sites.  After arriving back at the dig site, we were 
invited to dig, hike around the area.  If we found 
anything resembling a fossil, Derek wanted to 
check.  But we were free to collect any of the 
numerous gypsum crystals we wanted.  The only 
item found that Derek kept was a small piece of 
wood that was in good enough shape that the cell 
structure may still be evident.  And a member of the 
dig found that.  Alas, no one found the skull while 
we were there.  Other than not finding the skull or 
other large fossil, it was a great field trip. 
 


