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ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
MEMBER OF

SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF
MINERAL SOCIETIES

AMERICAN FEDERATRION OF
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like
interests

CONTACTS
webmaster@agemclub.com
World Wide Web Home Page
http://www.agemclub.org

Business meeting and program 1% Tuesday 7:30PM
AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM

.«PRESIDENTOS ADDRESS

Dale Miller

I am just back from the Georgetown Gem Show. Saw some old
members, Will and Gay Holton. They send a hello to the Arlington
Club.

Georgetown is less than 3 hours away and it would have been nice
to see some AGMC members there. There is lots to do down there.
Rock shops, outlet malls, and IKEA besides the show. Maybe
some members would like to carpool to shows or field trips.

I sent out a notice about Mason, Texas celebrating the anniversary
of Topaz being chosen as the Texas State Stone. That is March
26th. Hal Hughey would like to ride with someone and pay for the
gas. Fun trip and interesting company.

There is also a trip to Jasper coming up. David Cordova would like
to share expenses on that trip.

How about it?

The next show is in Big Springs March 7 & 8. Chorpus Christi is
the same weekend.

We need info on fences.

Don't forget the Parking Lot Sale May 9 from 8AM till about 1PM.
There will be a pot luck at 1:00PM, so bring something to share. If
it rains we will move inside. We cannot postpone the sale, there
just isn't another free date.

See you at the March meeting on the 3rd.

Dale


http://www.agemclub.org

EDITORS CORNER

Mike Hartz
Thanks for the calls, prayers and concerns during
Deborahos recent illness

| want to thank all the people who have provided articles
for the Hounds Tale. And, | encourage everyone to send
me more articles. | would like to have so many articles
that | would have to wait on some of them until the
following month due to lack of space this month. So,
Whatever kind of article you have let me have a look at
it.

Donit miss the field trip in March. Sue is leading the
group to collect petrified wood on March 14" . | wish
we could attend that one , but health issues prevent us
from doing so at this time.

Another good trip is to the topaz celebration in Mason
on March 26™. Take a look at the article on this on page
I may be able to make that one.

HOSTESS

Deborah Hartz
Thanks for the support you gave to Bobbie Wilson in
my absence. | am going to try to be at the March 3™
meeting. Please everyone bring snacks. 16ll be bringing
a Birthday Cake. Itds Juliads 9™ B-Day

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR
THEIR TIME.

VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER

PARTICIPANT!
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Donna Thomason
VACANT

Ray Badson
Harold Hoskison
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT
Deborah Hartz
Veronica Murday
Joyce Speed
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT

Steve and Mary Hilliard
Marge Harrand
Jeremy Dubhros
Darcy Sety

Rick Litsinger
Dale Miller
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ADS AND ARTICLES
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Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out. Include your name and contact
information.

Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz

Deadline date for ads and articles
is the 15" of the month.
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ARLINGTON GEM AND
MINERAL CLUB

General Meeting Minutes
FEBRUARY 3, 2009

Call to Order by Emie Stewart at 7:30 pm.
Emie Stewart conducted the meeting for Club
President Dale Miller, who was in Tucson.

Secretaryds Report: Tom McCormick. The
minutes from the last meeting are both posted
on the bulletin board and in the newsletter.
Tom was requested by Frank OdDonley to
announce the monthly breakfast at Tomds Diner
at 1-30 and Cooper on Wed. Feb. 18" at 9:00
am.

Treasureris Report: Ray Batson. Posted on
the bulletin board. He has an error to correct as
soon as he can make the software correct it.

Classes: Emie Stewart:

There is a design contest for this yearis
drawing item for our clubds annual show. Dale
Miller has donated a cabochon for this yeards
raffle. The silver smithing classes have been
challenged to come up with designs for the
cabochon. The chain making classes have be
challenged to come up with a chain and the
glass classes and wire wrappers have been
invited to participate. It is also hoped that the
faceting and the lapidary class will also come
up with pieces.

We have three special workshops: 1) On
Sunday afternoon February 15 Andy
Weinzapfel will present a session on what is
Geology in the big meeting room. It is free and
sign up is not necessary; 2) On Saturday
February 21 there will be a cabbing material
workshop presented. How to select materials
and cut them. There will be a continuation of
the workshop in March; On February 28" there
will be a workshop on the marriage of metals
sign up sheets on the bulletin board. There is
an extra cabbing class being taught this month
on a weeknight. Harold Hoskison will be
teaching a class on Thursday night February 19
from 6:00 to 9:00 and there is a sign up sheet
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on the board. Class size is limited. A new
silver smithing 101 class is starting March 2.
Sign up sheet is on the board. Space is limited.
In March a flat bead weaving class is starting
and will be taught by Barbara Poplin. Other
workshops coming up in April and May. One
will be in metal clay another in wire weave
basket weaving bracelet. Sign up sheets will be
put up later when itds closer to the time.

The new video system is up in the classroom.
Emie has been taking photos in various classes
and the photos are being posted on the club
web site. Wire wrapping will be held on Feb.
14,

Programs: David Cordova was not present
Ray Wilkes is presenting tonightés program on
Roman Artifacts.

Field Trips: Sue Poarch

Sue is setting up a trip to the Monnig Museum
at TCU to view the meteorite exhibit. Possible
trip to Beads by Sandy in Fort Worth. If we get
enough people and go on a Saturday they will
open their warehouse and offer warehouse
prices to us. Another possible trip is to the
Arkanstone Gallery in Mequire. The (y) have
museum quality minerals and crystals.

Juniors:Tamara Wilkins
Juniors will be working on gem trees this
Saturday.

Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand

A thinking of you card was sent to Ray Batson
for his wife who has been ill. Deborah Hartz
was admitted to the hospital with a severe
allergy attack.

Delegate at Large:Ray Wilkes
Nothing new to report.

Hospitality: Deborah Hartz

Bobby Wilson stepped in tonight in Deborahds
absence.

No one has signed up for March yet.
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Newsletter T Mike Hartz email link on the
AGMC Web Page)

Mike is with Deborah at the hospital and not
present. Tony Graham gave Emie some filler
material to pass along to Mike. Deadline for
newsletter submissions is the 15" of the month.

Show Report: Karen Cessna

Things are moving along smoothly.

Harold has sent out the contracts.

Flyers need more artwork and then they will be
ready to distribute.

Membership: Pam Coleman

Pam is updating the club roster and is passing it
around to review and update as necessary. We
now have 139 members, which includes 40
new member, 70 renewals, 12 life members and
5 juniors.

Past President: Rick Litsinger

Dale donated the cab for the raffle at the show
(as mentioned above).

Emie thanked people that have made donations
to the club. They will be mentioned in the
newsletter.

Old Business:

Ad hoc committed recommendation on the
lawn care and maintenance. Tom McCormick
reported back that there was only one qualified
bid received and the board recommends trying
the service for a one year period and if
successful we can continue. The
recommendation was up for discussion at the
meeting and a motion was made and seconded
to proceed. The membership voted to approve
the boardds recommendation.

New Business:

There will be a parking lot sale May 9, 2009,
from 8:00 T 1:00. No charge for members for a
table. Members of other clubs are also invited.
Frank K. announced that the new faceting
machines are in place and working well.

Visitors:
Ken Winnett Mauela Hunsberger
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Glenn Hale  Gary Burkholder

Drawings/Raffle:
Name Badge: Pat Graham
Sign in: Tamara Wilkins

Raffle:

Bobby Wilson Sue Poarch

Sandy Brazzale Erik Keller
Steve Bennett Ruth Riza

Program: Ray Wilkes and Roman Artifacts.
Ray presented artifacts he collected over ten
years in the UK.

Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:30
Submitted by:

Tom McCormick
Secretary

Class Report

Emie Stewart
Did you know that, on average, we have almost 100
people attending regularly scheduled classes each month
at AGMC? Plus those who use the cabbing and saw
rooms! Because of these opportunities, our club is a
vibrant beehive of activity on almost any day of the
week. Many new members join our club because of
these opportunities, bringing their skills and enthusiasm
with them. We are very fortunate in this era of declining
memberships to have such a fabulous facility and
dedicated instructors. Thank you all for your continued
support.

Thank you: On behalf of AGMC, 1dd like to thank the
following people for their recent generous donations to
the club: Dale Miller for a beautiful cab for the design
contest (more details below); Jerry Gideon for a new
bracelet jig; Leslie Phillips for a jump ringer completer
set and a Dremel set; Frances Johnson for a 50k
polishing wheel; Don Lawrence for the classroom video
camera stand; Fendol Chiles for modifying the wax tray
for the casting kiln and for installing the new vent fan for
the kiln. These are only the people I know about -if there
are others, please let me know so that they can be
recognized. Donations to the club may be tax-deductible
- see Rick Litsinger for the appropriate forms. Also,
many thanks to those dedicated people who quietly work
behind the scenes to make sure the clubds equipment is
maintained, repaired, and safely stored.
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New: The new classroom video system is up and
running! Two days after its installation, it had already
been used to great effect for two workshops. This
system opens up a whole new capability for instructors to
demonstrate techniques and teach their classes. In
addition, the club took delivery of the three new Facetron
faceting machines and they are being eagerly used by the
faceting class. Thank you so much for supporting these
purchases.

Workshops: My goal of monthly one-day workshops is
off to a great start. The two workshops in January (slab
sawing and design drawing) were very well attended.
We have at least one workshop scheduled for each month
through May, and others are in the works. Scheduled
workshops so far include geology, marriage of metals,
selecting cabbing material, metal clay, peyote bead
weaving, basket weave wire bracelet, and opal
doublets/triplets. Signups for workshops will be handled
the same way as for classes. At the regular monthly
meeting in which the workshop occurs, the workshop
will be announced and a signup sheet will be posted.
Workshops are open to all club members unless
otherwise specified by the instructor (for example, some
workshops may require certain skills in advance, such as
soldering). The usual $3/hour fee applies.

Design contests: The Board has decided to have several
design contests for raffle prizes for our show in
September. In support of this, Dale Miller has graciously
donated a beautiful
azurite/malachite/turquoise/magnesite cab that she cut.
The silversmithing classes and chain making class have
been invited to design and fabricate a setting and chain
for the cab. The glass classes and wire wrapping class
have been invited to do the same for a glass piece.
Wouldndt it be fun if all of the classes made and donated
an item? What a way to show off the clubds capabilities!
We have plenty of time, so get those creative juices

going!

FIELD TRIPS

Sue Poarch

Unfortunately we were unable to have a field trip in
February, between Tucson and a busy class schedule.

The field trip for March is March 14™ to Jasper to hunt
petrified wood. This is the same place both the Dallas
Paleo and the Houston G&M club go for Petrified wood.

I still plan on a trip to the Monning Museum - especially
after the last week's fire ball" over Texas seems to have
been a good sized meteor. Also, if you want to see other
uses for meteorites, check out the web site,
www.jacobalbee.com. This features work by an artist
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named Jacob Albee - he creates beautiful jewelry with
meteorites. As TCU has spring break in March, I'm
currently thinking April. For more information on the
Monning Museum, visit their web site at
www.monnigmuseum.tcu.edu.

At the February meeting | talked about upcoming field
trips to visit the ware house of the company "Beads By
Sandy" as well as a visit to the Arkenstone Gallery.
Unfortunately both groups were on their way to the
Tucson show and have to get back to me to arrange
dates. 1 plan to follow up on both in the next week. If
you're interested the web sites are Beads by Sandy
www.beadsbysandy.com and www.irocks.com for the
Arkenstone Gallery. Don't let the web site by Beads by
Sandy scare you - for a local group to visit (and buy)
from their warehouse, they would expect the group to
spend about $500 total. They carry many vintage items
as well as normal jewelry findings.

The Arkenstone Gallery sounds fabulous. | found out
about it "googling™ - one of my favorite pastimes (after
rocks/glass and yoga). It is open by private arrangement
only. When I emailed them, they replied they were
leaving for Tucson, but would love to arrange a visit for
our club. I hope to hear from them next week.

See you on March 3"

CLUB DESIGN CONTESTS

Emie Stewart
Designers, ignite your creativity! In support of AGMCos
annual September show, the club will be sponsoring
several design contests for the classes to participate in.
The first one is off and running with the generous
donation of a beautiful cabochon by Dale Miller. The
cabochon is a mixture of azurite, malachite, turquoise,
and magnesite. It measures approximately 46.5mm by
21mm, and can be oriented vertically, horizontally, or
somewhere in between. The silversmithing classes and
chain making classes have been challenged to design a
setting for this gorgeous stone. The winning design will
be selected, and the winner(s) will fabricate and donate
their piece to the club for the raffle. The cab will be on
display in a case at the club.
The glass classes and the wire wrapping class have also
been invited to design and make a piece for the raffle.
But, the fun doesnit stop there! All classes are invited to
participate by designing and making a piece that
represents their particular media and skills. All pieces
are to be donated to the club for the raffle. Hereisa
chance to show off for the public. The show is
September 5 T 6, so you have plenty of time. If you have
questions, please contact Emie Stewart. Let the
creativity flow!
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DONATIONS

Rick Litsinger
Following is a list of donations received by the club.

Leslie Phillips
Set

Jump Ringer Set, & Dremel

Gerald Gideon Bracelet jig

Dale Miller Cab for Design Contest
Frank Menchaca Tumbler

Elaine O'Donley Cast Calalily

Hal Hughey Two Fossils

I wish to thank each and every one for their wonderful
donation ('s) to the club.

Rick Litsinger Past President (donations chairman)

ANDY WEINZAPFELGOS CLASS
Dale Miller

23 members and guests attended this free program.
Andy Weinzapfel has a degree from the Colorado School
of Mines. He is an Exploration Geologist. He worked
for Conoco for 33 years. His main hobby is mineral
collecting.

The program was very interesting. | won't try to tell you
what he said in 3 hours. You should have been there.
He had a power point presentation and accepted
questions during the meeting.

Andy is one of those rare individuals who is very smart
and can share their knowledge with others.

Hope to see you at the next program.

Dale

FOR SALE
Tarus 11. Used very little. Very good
condition. Contact Bobbi Wilson at
bobbi@bob-wire.com
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TEXAS TOPAZ DAY

Email message from B. Diane Eames, GG

Graduate Gemologist (GIA)

Come to Mason, Texas to help us celebrate Texas Topaz
Day. Thursday, March 26 marks the 40th anniversary of
the Texas Legislature designating Topaz the state gem.
Gems of the Hill Country will be honoring the gem with
our 2" annual open house. We are a small jewelry store
located on the historic Mason Square, next to the
Museum. Refreshments and live music will be available.
We start the fun at 4pm. Come see Texas Topaz in all
it's forms. Come see the biggest topaz in the museum,
that was exhibited in the Smithsonian. If you decide to
join us a little earlier in the day, a small wedding will
take place on the courthouse steps, across the street.
Come join the fun!

Rick Litzinger represented Arlington Gem and Mineral
Club at the Woodland West Branch, Arlington Public
Library on Jan. 24™.during their ¢Share Your Passiond
program. An estimated 200 people came by for the
program. This is another great way that AGMC can do
an outreach program and provide the public with
information on our hobby and club. Thanks Rick.
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