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Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Dale Miller 
 
As I write this, my husband is getting ready for a pacemaker to be 
inserted.  Some times life gets in the way of things we want to do 
and we do what we need to do instead. 
 
The club has classes, field trips, Wednesday breakfast, matinee 
Sunday, parking lot sales, and lots of other events.  No one can 
participate in all of the events. 
 
This Saturday, April 18, there is a choice of two parking lot sales 
(Dallas and Austin), and a field trip.  I would like to go to all but 
may not get to any. 
 
If there is an activity you want to see at the club let Ray Wilkes 
know.  He is your delegate at large. 
 
Our May program is going to be given by Derek Main of UTA 
about the new dinosaur find in Arlington.  You can find out more 
about his program by going to www.arlingtonarchosaursite.com. 
 
David has done a very good job as program chairman.  New 
programs are being presented that were never before seen at the 
AGMC meeting.  I have enjoyed them and hope you have also. 
 
We are getting close to the September 5 & 6 AGMC show.  I 
know it is 19 weeks but most media outlets require a lot of notice.  
We would like to attract the general public as well as rockhounds.  
To do this we need to make them aware of the show and what 
will be there for them to see. 
 
The Rock Food Table will be back this year.  We have offered 
tables free of charge to Soldersô Angels, Life gift, and UTA.  This 
is a way the club can give back to the community. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Dale Miller 
Secretary                   Tom M cCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Ray Batson 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Tamara Wilkins 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Rick Litsinger 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Karen Cessna       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Pam Coleman 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Donna Thomason 
Historian Chairperson    VACANT 
Building Chairperson    Ray Badson 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Rick Litsinger 
Long Range Planning    Dale Miller 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz 
 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

Presidentôs address continued from page 1 
 
The show takes a lot of people to run smoothly.   
Members can donate an hour or more in several 
different areas.  Talk to Karen or me.  There are 
also sign-up sheets at the club.  You can sit for an 
hour and sell tickets, cook for the dealersô dinner, 
demonstrate something you learned at the club.  
There are many, many ways to donate to the effort. 
 
Hope to see you at a meeting. 
 
Dale 
 
 
EDITORôS CORNER 

Mike Hartz 
 
You will find in this issue that May is chucked full 
of fun things to do.  Yes, some of the fun things 
require a little work, but the rewards are great 
indeed.  The first weekend is the International Gem 
and Jewelry Show at Dallas Market Hall.  The 
work involves setting up tables for the show on the 
previous Wednesday and/or Thursday.  The reward 
is Our club gets a booth at the show free of charge.  
This is a great way of demonstrating to our 
community what we have to offer.  And, who 
knows, you might just sell something youôve made.  
The second weekend is our parking lot sale.  The 
work is setting up for the sale and working your 
spot.  The rewards are liquidating some of the 
equipment, rough, slabs, cabs, etc. that keep your 
garage so cluttered.  But if you only come to shop, 
you can join the sellers at the potluck meal and 
enjoy the fellowship with the other club members.  
Then, on the fourth weekend is the Ft. Worth Gem 
and Mineral Clubôs show at the Will Rogers 
Convention Center in Ft. Worth.  Good news all the 
way around ï no work and there is a field trip to go 
to the show planned so you get to fellowship some 
more with other club members and see what the 
vendors have to offer at the show. 
 
So no matter what activities you take part in have 
fun and be sure to think about sending an article 
about your ventures to the Houndôs Tale editor.  
You know funny things that happen, the adventure 
of the trip ï or anything else that you experience 
doing rockhounding activities in May. 
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
April 7, 2009 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Dale 
Miller at 7:30 pm 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
Tom McCormick was out of town.  Minutes were taken 
by Sue Poarch.  The minutes from the last meeting are 
both posted on the bulletin board and in the newsletter.  
 
Treasurerôs Report: Ray Batson  
There was no treasurerôs report as Ray Batson was 
unable to attend.  However, the president assured the 
club that there were sufficient funds to continue 
operating. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
The video camera was purchased and was being used 
along with other recently purchased equipment to 
provide a slide show of the silversmithing classes prior to 
the start of the meeting.  Several classes have been 
described on the web site.  The club will pay up to $50 
for silver for the silver work on the pendant and chain for 
the design contest for the cab that was donated for the 
show.  There will be no April silver smithing lab.  April 
26 is a precious metal clay workshop by Paula Truitt.  
The class is full.  There will be no May 2 workshop or 
cabbing class due to the Dallas International Gem Show.  
There will be a cabbing class taught the 3rd Thursday 6-9.  
Beginning wire wrapping will be starting on the third 
Tuesdays. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
About 15 people attended the Beads by Sandy warehouse 
field trip in March.  As this was a come and go anytime 
between 10 and 3, it was difficult to determine an exact 
number.  April 18 is a field trip to the Ash Grove Texas 
Cement Quarry.  This quarry is only opened for 
collecting twice a year.  May 24 the club will make a 
field trip to the Fort Worth Gem and Mineral Show.  
June 13 is the re-schedule date for the Jasper field trip for 
hunting petrified wood.  There will be a signup sheet at 
the May meeting as well as on-line. 
 
Juniors: Tamara Wilkins 
In April, the juniors are decorating small glass jars with 
metal lids with baking clay.  For May, they will be 
participating in the parking lot sale. 
 
Programs: David Cordova 
The May program speaker is Derrick Main of UTA.  He 
is in charge of the dinosaur dig south of DFW.  
Sun Shine Report: Marge Harrand (Not present) 
 
 

Hospitality Deborah Hartz 
The parking lot sale is a potluck luncheon.  For AGMC 
members the rule will be: no bring-no eat. 
 
Membership: Pam Coleman - No Report 
 
Lapidary: Don Lawrence 
19 April is the Sunday movie matinee.  This one will 
feature gold, gold panning, etc.  Doors open at 1pm, the 
movies start at 1:30.  There will be popcorn.  The March 
Sunday matinee on Opals was well attended. 
 
Delegate at Large Ray W ilkes 
For anyone interested in having a receipt for a class fee, 
it is preferred you pay by check.  That way your 
cancelled check is your receipt.  Otherwise, please 
provide a receipt to be signed by the teacher. 
 
Newsletter Mike Hartz 
His hope had been to have enough articles to carry one 
over and it happened for the April newsletter.  However, 
please keep the articles coming.  Deadline for the May 
newsletter is April 15.  Send articles to the editorôs link 
on the AGMC WEB page. 
 
Show Report: Karen Cessna 
Competition sheets are on the table if you want to enter a 
competition.  
Volunteer sheets are also out ï please volunteer.  Dale 
has called several magazines to check out prices for ads.  
A ½ page ad in Rock and Gem magazine is $378.  Ads 
will be purchased for the August and the September 
issues.  
To advertise the club and our show, if you know of a 
local festival with reasonable table rental, the club will 
rent a table for members to demonstrate and sell. 
 
Past President: Rick Litsinger-No new donations. 
 
Old Business: 
The club has two bids for roof repair: First is from Hall 
Commercial for $7263, which includes extensive work 
on the roof.  The second was $5,500 but included far less 
work that would be done.  Motion was made, seconded 
and passed that the club accept the bid from Hall 
Commercial.  Rick Litsinger will contact them and have 
them start as soon as possible.  
 
Don Lawrence reported on a bid for extensive lighting 
for the building.  The total would be over $14,000 and 
was considered too high for the value received.  Now 
investigating new fixtures on the building with heavy-
duty glass.  This glass withstands breaking by rocks but 
could be shot out.  Discussion followed regarding what 
to light, times to light, etc.  The city code states that the 
lights on poles must be no higher than 18 feet and the 
lights must point down.  

Continued on page 4. 
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MAY MINUTES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
The signup sheets are available for the Dallas 
International Gem Show.  The club exchanges sweat 
labor during setup for table space at the show for 
demonstrating and selling.  The primary goal is to 
advertise the club.  
 
New Business:  
The board recommended a change be made to the 
membership fees on a going forward basis.  The revised 
fees will be 
    New:    individual: $40        family: $65 
    Renewal: individual: $30        family: $50 
A family is defined as the immediate family or members 
of the family living in the same household 
Motion made, seconded and passed to accept the new 
fees.   
Breakfast is Wednesday 15 April at Tomôs Grill, 9am. 
 
Announcements  
Club has sheets for Rock and Gem magazine renewals, 
which provide both a better rate ($19), $6 of which will 
be returned to AGMC.  The sheets will have to be sent in 
at one time to obtain this rate; so will be available and 
collected at the parking lot sale.  Please staple a check to 
the form.  If you turn in a sheet and your subscription is 
not yet due, it will be extended.  One of the members 
from the AGMC has been deployed to Iraq.  His 
membership will be extended for the number of months 
he is deployed.  A list was provided of items requested 
by the troops in Iraq.  Boxes are available to collect 
items to be sent to Ken, now or in the future.  
Dale has had the past presidents plaque updated.  Kroger 
plus cards will again function and rebate a small 
percentage of your purchase if you pick up one of the 
forms at the table.  Then have the cashier scan the form 
with your card the next time you shop at Kroger.  
 
Visitors: There were three guests. 
 
Drawings/Raffle:  
Kris Galbraithôs son returned from Afghanistan and 
donated piece of lapis for the drawing. 
Sign In/Name Badge Sandra Brazzale ï picture rock 
Susan Hale ï pieces for making doublets 
 
Raffle 
Frances Johnson candleholder Alma Ramirez - lapis 
Sue Poarch slabs - Elaine OôDonley Texas shaped palm 
wood - Alec Gallia slumped wine bottle 
The raffle brought in $98 this month. 
 
Program: Show and Tell - David Cordova has been 
requested to furnish a list of presenters and what they 
presented. 
  
Meeting Adjourned. 
Submitted by: Tom McCormick, Secretary 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz  

 
There was great food this last month and plenty to go 
around.  Great job!  May is almost upon us and another 
meeting.  Make sure you make plans to be there and letôs 
have a time of fellowship and get to know each other. 
 
May 9th is a Saturday to remember, our parking lot sale 
followed by a potluck dinner.  Letôs have a great number 
of members taking part and remember bring food to be 
shared by all.  All members coming to the sale need to 
bring food.  We anticipate having visitors and guests 
So we need your help. 
 
Note:  Iôm sorry to have to keep reminding you but our 
beverage prices are 50 cents for sodas or water, and 
coffee 25 cents a cup.  Someone commented the other 
day about the price still being the same.  If everyone 
doesnôt pay for their drink the price just might have to go 
up.  It is hard enough to find the bargains to keep the 
price down. 
 
 
CLASS REPORT 

Emie Stewart 
 
Note:  Shop Closed May 2 and 9 for Intergem and the 
club parking lot sale, respectively. 
Special Workshops:  On April 26, Paula Truitt will teach 
a workshop on using Silver Art Clay.  In May, we will 
have two workshops:  Viking Weave, taught by Fendol 
Chiles on May 12; and Basket weave bracelet, taught by 
Carolyn Detjen on May 17.  Samples are in the display 
case, and signup sheets are on the class bulletin board at 
the club. 
Thursday night cabbing class:  A special thank you to 
Harold Hoskison who has been teaching a beginning 
cabbing class on the third Thursday night.  His April 
class is full (again), and he will be teaching it again as 
needed.   
Wax Carving and Casting Class:  The winter class 
finished on April 9, and produced some excellent work.  
A new class will begin in June, and a signup sheet will 
be posted at the May meeting. 
Aprilôs Show & Tell:  Thank you to everyone who 
shared their work at the April show and tell meeting.  
There are some very talented artists out there, so keep up 
the good work and keep encouraging each other. 
Intergem:  The Dallas International Gem & Jewelry 
Show is the first weekend in May at Dallas Market Hall.  
Area gem and mineral clubs, including AGMC, are 
fortunate to have an opportunity to trade ñsweat equityò 
for a booth space.  Club members who help drape tables 
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on Wednesday and Thursday preceding the show can 
have a small space in the club booth to demonstrate their 
skills, show their work, and possibly sell some of their 
work.  The primary purpose is to promote the club and to 
show the public the kinds of classes we offer.  If you 
didnôt sign up at the April meeting, come visit the folks 
in the booth anyway.   
 
FIELD TRIPS 

Sue Poarch 
On March 21 the AGMC made a field trip to the 
warehouse of Beads by Sandy.  This is truly a 
warehouse, dusty, shelves from floor to ceiling, filled 
with boxes, some of which were unlabeled and all 
awaiting exploration.  Unfortunately as a warehouse, 
they were more interested in selling in bulk rather than  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

individual items; thus the prices for individual items 
were higher than we had hoped.   Regardless we were 
each given a plastic box and told to search out our 
treasures.   
I spent my time exploring ñbead soupò.  That is the name 
they give bins of miscellaneous beans, buttons, findings, 
etc.  When you embark on the ñbead soupò hunt, you are 
told a small bag is $5 and it is necessary to use a scope to 
explore as this can contain anything, including broken 
glass.  Once they even found a razor blade.  I did find 
sufficient interesting beads, including some matches, to 
make up a bag.  In my bag was even several fired hand 
made clay beads.   
 
Future field trips: 
18 April ï field trip to the Ash Grove Texas Cement 
Company quarry in Midlothian TX.  Here one can find 
sharks teeth, fossils, and a number of crystalsð
geodes/pyrites, etc.   

May is a busy month for the club, between the 
International Gem Show in Dallas, the clubôs parking lot 
sale and the members who will sell at the Fort Worth 
Gem and Mineral Clubôs show.  Thus the only official 
field trip will be to the Fort Worth Gem and Mineral 
Clubôs show on the 23 and 24th of May.  The official 
time is 2pm on 24 May.  However, if you wish to attend 
at another time, feel free.   
 
I also sent out a flyer for the ñGIANT RENDEVOUZ  & 
RALLYò being held he 2nd and 3rd of May.  This may be 
of interest to anyone not going to Intergem.  
 
June 13th is the make up date for the trip to Jasper TX to 
hunt petrified wood.  There will be a signup sheet at both 
the May and June meetings. 
 
 
SHOP SUPERVISORS 

Don Lawrence 
 
Do I have any volunteers for the 5th Saturday?  
 
5/30/2009 (9:00am ï Noon)? 
 
5/1/2009 - 1st Saturday ï SHOP CLOSED - InterGem 
 
5/5/2009 - 1st Tuesday - Frank O'Donley (9:00am - 
Noon) New Date 
 
5/7/2009 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 
9:00pm)  
 
5/9/2009 - 2nd Saturday - SHOP CLOSED ï AGMC 
Rock Swap 
 
5/14/2009 - 2nd Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 
9:00pm)  
 
5/16/2009 - 3rd Saturday - Gary Copple (9:00am ï 
Noon) 
 
5/19/2009 - 3rd Tuesday ï (Free Tuesday) Bob Boyd 
(7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
 
5/21/2009 - 3rd Thursday - Harold Hoskison  (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 
5/23/2009 - 4th Saturday - Don Lawrence & David 
Abbott (7:00am ï Noon) 
 
5/28/2009 - 4th Thursday ï Frank O'Donley  (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 
5/30/2009 ï 5th Saturday - Don Lawrence (9:00am ï 
Noon) 
 
 

 
Beads By Sandy warehouse 


