
THE 

                    
 

ROCKHOUND NEWS OF THE ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 
1408 GIBBINS ROAD, ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011 

VOL.59, ISSUE 9, SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

 
ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 

MEMBER OF 

 
 

SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF 
MINERAL SOCIETIES 

 
 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

 
CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Dale Miller 
As I write this, the AGMC has 262 members.  I hope quite a few of you 
will volunteer to work at the show.  The September meeting is just 2 
days before we setup the show.  We need people to drape club tables 
with plastic drapes, help carry auction rock, display cases, etc. from the 
club to the show on Friday.  On Saturday and Sunday we need ticket 
sellers, demonstrators and a lot of other workers.  You can volunteer for 
one hour or all day.  Karen needs to know where you will work and 
what hours.  Workers will have a pass to park free.  Everyone else will 
have to pay the $5 parking fee.  Nothing we can do about that.  The 
Convention Center employees guard the parking lot.  
 
Don't forget we need a president for the club for 2010.  In October I will 
appoint a committee to find officers for the upcoming year.  If you want 
a job let someone on the board know. 
 
Hope to see you at the show. 
 
Dale 
 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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A NOTE FROM THE PRES. 
NEEDED:  WARM BODIES 

Dale Miller 
 
Saturday, August 29 at 1:00 P.M. I have  
scheduled a work day at the club.  This is a call  
to all able-bodied members to come and be  
prepared to work a few hours cleaning up the  
club.  We need members to move tables and  
chairs so we can clean the carpet.  We need 
members to clean bathrooms. 
 
* If someone has a steam cleaner let me know,  
otherwise Iôm going to rent one. 
 
Bring vacuums, gloves, brooms, and wear old  
clothes.  We will be sweating and I feel like we  
will be getting very dirty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EDITORôS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
What can I say except wow!  What a lot of 
great articles you have sent this month.  Iôm 
impressed with the turn out.  Keep up the good 
work.  Hope each of you enjoys these as much 
as I did.  After reading Novaôs article on page 
6 I think I can cut an opal cab.  Sueôs 
description of the Arkenstone field trip gets me 
itching to go on a field trip, and Andyôs article 
on The Relevance Of Faults For Mineral 
Collectors on page 8 is a must read for all 
mineral collectors.  

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Dale Miller 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Ray Batson 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Tamara Wilkins 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Rick Litsinger 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Karen Cessna       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Pam Coleman 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Donna Thomason 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Ray Badson 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Rick Litsinger 
Long Range Planning    Dale Miller 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz 
 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

 
WE NEED YOU! 

 
Have you signed up to be a part of the 
show.  Many members are still needed to 
take an active role in making this a great 
2009 show. 
 
Still need members to sign up to bring food 
for Saturdayôs dealersô dinner.    
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
August 4, 2009 

 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Dale 
Miller at 7:30 pm. 
 
Special announcement by Nancy Leary so she could 
leave early because of illness. Nancy needs a lot of help 
(with the Dealersô Dinner).  So far she has not had many 
members sign up to volunteer for food and to help set up 
and decorate.  She has signup sheets for people to 
volunteer.  Please help!!! 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are both posted on the 
bulletin board and in the newsletter.   
The HVAC system was repaired last Tuesday, July 28. 
The new South Central Federation Newsletter is posted 
on the board for anyone interested in reading it. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Ray Batson  
Both the June and July financial reports are posted on the 
board. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart: The following are the workshops 
and class news: 
 
August Workshops: 

Day Date Workshop 
Saturday Aug 1 Keum-Boo 
Saturday Aug 1 Advanced Lap 
Sunday Aug 9 & 16 Pierceworking 
Sunday Aug 30 Electroplating 

Demo 
Monday Aug 10 & 17 Opal Doublets 

Triplets 
September Workshops: 

Day Date Workshop 
Tuesday Sep 8 Funky Chunky 

Bracelet 
Sunday Sep 20 Filigree  
Sat Sep 26 Filigree 

October Workshops: 
Day Date Workshop 
Tuesday Oct 13 Etching 

CLASSES: 
New Cabbing Class, 2nd Tues, August 11th 7 ï 10 pm.  
On second Saturday of the month there will be an 
advanced cabbing class.   
End of October: Beginning Silversmithing 
 
Programs: David Cordova.  Not present. 
This monthôs program is the Show Meeting. 
 

Field Trips: Sue Poarch Not present, on vacation. 
August 22 will be the visit to the Heard Museum in 
McKinney. We will meet in front at 11:00 am. 
 
Juniors ï Tamara Wilkins 
Juniors are still working with Nancy Leary for the 
decorations for the tables at the dealerôs dinner. 
Needs help for making the gem trees for the juniors to 
sell at the show. 
 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Sympathy cards: 
Harold Hoskison   Carl Downey 
Thinking of you: 
David Cordova   Roger Coleman 
 
Hospitality ï Deborah Hartz 
Wonderful turn out of food tonight. 
We have a meeting before the show, so donôt forget (to 
bring food). 
 
Membership: Pam Coleman 
We added 11 new members tonight.  The club had 251 
members and now is up to 262. 
 
Pictures were donated to be in a raffle for members that 
sign up at the show. They were done and donated by 
Charlotte Krystinik. 
 
Lapidary Don Lawrence 
Don is out of town and Gary Copple will be taking his 
place for the lab. It will not be open at 7:00 since Gary 
has such a long way to travel.  It will open at 9:00 am 
instead of 7:00. 
 
Delegate at Large Ray Wilkes 
The club has purchased a new kiln to help clear out the 
backlog of firing. By ordering it through the internet at 
clay-king.com we got it for about $100.00 less than we 
could purchase it locally. It came with free shipping. 
 
Newsletter Mike Hartz (agmceditor@yahoo.com or the 
link on the AGMC Web Page) 
Thanks for the response for the newsletter for last 
month. Keep them coming. 
 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of the 
month. 
 
Show Report: Karen Cessna 
Report skipped for tonight since she is the Program. 
 
Past President: Rick Litsinger 
Rick sent a tax donation letter to Chris Peterson for the 
very generous donation of rocks for the club. 

Continued on page 4 
Minutes continued from page 3 
Old Business: None  New Business: None 
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Announcements: 
Wire wrapping tools were taken from the cabinet where 
they were kept. We (would) appreciate them being 
returned. They are for use by students that either donôt 
have or canôt afford tools to use for the (wire wrap) 
classes. 
The new sign was displayed that was done by Jeremy 
Dubhros to replace the old one that had so much paint-
ball damage. Thanks Jeremy! 
We had a donation from Marylyn after Erik passed away.  
 
Visitors:  
Jean Nelson  Mr. and Mrs. Reneô Romero* 
Charles Cooper* Lin Peters 
Vicky Harris* Tricia Faeth 
Edward & Cindy Balsly and Chris* 
*Denotes new members signing up. 
 
New Members: 
Christopher Maloney Marie Maloney 
Chris Sparrer  Dennis Lands 
 
Drawings: 
Name Badge: Heidi Zoby: Rock and file handle 
Signing in: Vicky Harris: Rock and file handle 
 
Raffle: 
Stephen Bennett ï obsidian       Julia Hartz - Jasper 
Vicky Harris - petrified wood   Donna Summer ï rock 
Susan Hale - onyx slab              Julia Hartz - sandstone 
Buddy Ferguson - Jasper  
 
Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:00. 
 
Program: 
Karen Cessna presented the overview of the show and then 
each show chairperson explained their area and asked for 
volunteers to sign up. Show set up is on Friday  
Chairs: 
Nancy Leary ï Dealerôs Dinner (spoke at beginning of 
meeting) 
Harold Hoskison ï Dealers 
Tamara Wilkes ï Juniors 
Elaine OôDonley ï Demonstrations 
Gary Burkholder ï Silent Auction 
Carl Wells ï Club Booth 
David Cordova ï Ticket Sales (not present) 
There are display cases available for set up for the show. 
 
There will be a club cleanup before the show. Dale said we will 
rent cleaners for the carpet and the tables will also have to be 
set up for the dealerôs dinner after the carpet if finished. More 
details to follow (and requests for volunteers to assist). 

 
Program Adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
We had another great fellowship time in August.  Iô m 
sure I can speak for all, that all of us enjoyed ourselves.  
Be sure and welcome our guests.  Next meeting is just 
before our show on the first of September. 
 
This month I have a recipe to share check on page 
eleven for the corn recipe so many of you ask me about. 
 
 
 
UP COMING SHOWS 

Deborah Hartz 
 
September  5 & 6, 2009 Arlington Gem and 
Mineral Club, Arlington Convention 
Center, Arlington, TX. 
 
September 26-27, Denison, Texas Texoma 
Rockhounds, Senior Center 
 
October 10 & 11, 2009, Temple, Texas Tri-
Cities Gem & Mineral and South Central 
Federation Show at Mayborn Civic Center  
 
October 16 - 18, Victoria, Texas Victoria  
G & M S, Community Center 
 
October 23 ï 25, Austin, Texas G M S, 
Palmer Events Center 

 
SHOP SUPERVISORS 

Don Lawrence 
Call Don for information on supervisors. 
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FIELD TRIPS  
Sue Poarch  

 
July 25, members of the Arlington Gem and 
Mineral club had the privilege of visiting the 
Arkenstone Gallery.  The Arkenstone Gallery 
is a private gallery featuring museum quality 
specimens and sells at major shows, over the 
Internet and by auction.  The owner was 
gracious to allow us to visit even though the 
specimens were worth more than we could 
afford.  Weôre talking hundreds of dollars 
through thousands of dollars.  Many of the 
specimens have been featured on the cover of 
Gem and Mineral magazine. (I feel like Iôm 
talking about a rock star rather than an actual 
rock.)  Look at the size of the specimen on the 
table in the photograph.  Although we tried, we 
couldnôt round up every one at the same time 
for a group photo.  The manager, Kevin 

Brown, is back left and the owner, Rob Lavinsky, is front left.  They 
enjoyed the enthusiasm shown by our members as much as we enjoyed 
viewing such magnificent specimens.  Just look at the one on the right:  
I asked Kevin Brown if one of them could provide a program for the 
club and hopefully we can arrange a time that is suitable both to either 
Kevin or Rob as well as to the AGMC.  I will also bring a CD with a 
slide show of the photos I took of the specimens at the Arkenstone to 
show ahead of the September meeting.  If those of you who also took 
photos could email them to me or bring a CD to the meeting, Iôll merge 
the photos into a single slide show.   
 
Since my husband and I made a private field trip to Yellowstone Park 
and various sites in Montana and Idaho for vacation (followed by a trip 
to Greece and Turkey), Tom McCormick graciously handled the field 
trip for August.  Thank you Tom.  
 
Hopefully in September, AGMC will be able to have the make up of the rain out of the rain out of the field trip to the Ash 
Grove Quarry in Midlothian.  (No ï the preceding sentence is NOT in error.  We actually had the rain out date rained out!)  
Iôll hope to have definite plans by the September 1 meeting.   
 

JOIN NOW!!! 
THE FIRST TUESDAY 

CAB AND LUNCH BUNCH CLUB 
MEETS AT THE CLUB HOUSE 9:00 

AM 12:00 PM  
THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 
THEN ON TO LUNCH!!! 

 
Contact person Frank OôDonley 
 
 
 

 
Members of the club will get 10% off their purchases at 
the store if they show their badge or membership card 


